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PREFACE 


The course objective is to teach the stucent to understand 
printed material at L2 level of difficulty in Persian, be it social, 
political, or cultural in nature. 

Source material has been extracted from newspapers, magazines, 
books, poems, and other printed material. By design the material 
covers many aspects of Iranian culture and language usage. 

The exercises will improve all Persian language skills with 
emphasis on reading comprehension. Grammar is taught through 
contextual comprehension with the aid of special exercises. The 
student will be taught to deduce a word's meaning from context 
without referring to the dictionary... Dictionary use will be 
permitted only during specified translation exercises. 

Types of exercises included are: 

a. fill in the blanks with words or phrases provided. 

b. matching phrases. 

c. providing answers in Persian to questions in English and 
vice versa 

d. using Persian words in sentences. 

e. unscrambling Persian sentences. 

f. putting Persian sentences in proper order to make 
meaningful paragraphs 

g. choosing an appropriate title for an article, picture, or 
cartoon. 

h. giving an English gist of a Persian article, orally or in 
writing 


i. writing an accurate, idiomatic English translation of a 


Persian passage. 


a, Qala 8, t,t BS 


Se ei hg” lg ose 


The variety and depth of these exercises will hopefully develop 


within the student the ability to recognize factual data, distinguish 
between the main idea and the supporting details, and be able to make 
inferences and relationship of detail to the context of a particular 
article. Scanning exercises and asking questions about the article 
prior to reading for comprehension are used to get to the 
main idea faster and more efficiently. Certain other types of 
exercises are included to cover different aspects of Persian grammar. 
Often, a review of the exercise question prior to reading 
a passage will be accomplished in order to help the student look 
for cause and effect, read more quickly and recognize main ideas. 
The cartoon exercises should help students begin to understand 
Persian humor. 
In Persian prose and poetry, description through the use 
of simile, metaphor, synonyms and antonyms are used which make 
it particularly difficult for an English speaker to comprehend. 
In this type of writing, the author relies exclusively on an 
appeal to the sentiments of the reader. An indepth cultural 
orientation is needed to fully understand these types of articles. 
Each lesson has its own individual content going from 
the simple to the more complex in order to provide variety and 
challenge. By alternating political, cultural, economical, and 
humorous selections it is hoped that the learning process will 


be more rewarding and less boring. 
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Follow these six steps to help vou understand this and other 
cartoons. 
1. Look at the physical details of the cartoon carefully. 

2. Describe the placement of the details in the cartoon. 

3. Read the caption and relate it to the cartoon. 
a 4. Discuss the background that relates to the cartoon subject. 
on 3. ZExXSress <ae implied idea in your own words . 


. Discuss vour answers and decide on the best one. 
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